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the place of Geneva as the most vivid centre of the Protes-
tant communion. There, at Herrnhut, on Saxon soil, in the
worldly and sceptical and so largely dissolute eighteenth cen-
tury, was a great and continuing home of simple piety, a centre
of ' quietism' and contemplation, but also of earnest and
practical Christian work, which was soon influencing not only
the old Continent and British Isles, but the new European
societies in America.
In the last half of the century religion and society were
enriched by the beautiful life of Johann Kaspar Lavater of
Zurich. This man was a minister in the Reformed Church.
His earnestness, his high powers of oratory, his intense con-
viction, brought large congregations to hear him. He became
famous throughout the Rhineland and in England.   Large
numbers of people corresponded with him or came to see him.
Lavater frequently travelled in Germany and received an
enthusiastic reception. On his visits to Frankfort he came to
know the young Goethe, and the two became firm friends.
Lavater charmed all who met him by his simplicity and personal
goodness. He was indefatigable in his many-sided work—in
the ministry, in theology, in philosophical inquiry.  He took
an enormous interest in the study of character by observation
of the human countenance, and published a large treatise on
phrenology in 1778. His mystical work, published about the
same time in four volumes, called Aussichten in die Ewigketi
(Views into Eternity), had great influence. During the French
Revolutionary War in 1799 the French army under Mass&ia,
after hard fighting with the Russian army in Switzerland, took
Zurich. Lavater fearlessly exposed himself in trying to protect
the citizens from the maddened, plundering soldiery, and was
wounded by a French grenadier to whom he had a few minutes
before given food and drink. He lived for over a year in great
suffering, borne with the highest courage and fortitude, and
died, aged sixty, on January, 2,1801.
Saindiness can probably be discovered in certain individuals
in any age. The eighteenth century, if not particularly rick
in other-worldly men, was certainly not without them. A

